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Ezell Cox and Pat Kneiss taking a break from striper 

catching in Florida with some nice Tilapia  
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PRESIDENTôS LETTER 
 

Hello, 
 
I am sad to announce that this past month we lost a good friend. Our 
secretary Dick Vornehm passed away in January while on a skiing trip in 
Colorado. In this monthôs newsletter, we have included several pictures 
of Dick enjoying fishing over the past few years. He will be missed by all 
of us. 
 
While it is difficult to focus on business at hand when facing a personal 
loss such as this, we now must fill our openings for club secretary and 
sponsor coordinator. If anyone is interested, please let me know. 
 
I don't know about you, but I am ready for this weather to warm up. If you 
have been lucky enough to get out and fish lately, please post a report to 
us on the Internet. Even if you didn't catch anything, your experience 
could help someone else. A good report would include the time of day, 
water temperature, the bait used, clarity, and a description of your 
method. If you took any photographs, please send them to me so we can 
include them in the next newsletter. 
 
If you are able, make time to attend our meetings coming up in March, 
April, and May. We have Allan Franklin joining us in March to talk about 
where to catch bait and how to keep it, and heôll perform a cast-net 
throwing demonstration in the parking lot. In April, Bill Carson from 
Lowrance will be here to teach us how to better use our graphs and to 
discuss some of the new technology coming from Lowrance.  
 
In May we will do something different. We will meet on the lake and have 
a hands-on demonstration of how to use planer boards, down lines, 
different rigs, etc., and then weôll fish together. We are going to try to 
schedule this meting on a Saturday, so stay tuned for the exact date. 
Typically in May we visit the hatchery, but this year too many clubs have 
asked to visit the hatchery, which wasnôt able to accommodate everyone. 
Therefore in order to not show favoritism, TWRA had to cancel with 
everyone. Stump is still going to come to our meeting in July and speak 
about stocking levels for this year. 
 
Have a great February and see you on the water. 
 
ð Erik Engebretsen 
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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER MEETINGS  
 

 

The Tennessee Striped Bass Association, Inc. met at 7 p.m. on January 18, 2010.  The 

evening started with dinner as usual at Shoneyôs in Clinton. About two dozen members 

were present.  Erik Engebretsen opened the meeting, recognizing the recent passing of 

our friend Dick Vornehm.  Dick will be greatly missed by his TSBA friends. 

 

Erik announced that TWRA will not host any fish clubs at the Eagle Bend hatchery this 

year.  This is because a large number of clubs wanted to meet there, and the TWRA staff 

has a limited amount of time available for these meetings.  Rather than offend any of the 

clubs by meeting with a select few, TWRA decided to not host any clubs.  This has 

resulted in the need for us to modify a few of our meeting dates and topics, as noted in 

the overview below of some of our upcoming meetings: 

¶ February: Bill Cate is arranging for Tim Turner to come to our February 

meeting to discuss fishing with artificial baits. 

¶ May: The lake demonstration of how to use planer boards, floats, down lines, 

etc., previously scheduled for June has been moved to our May meeting. 

¶ June: Bob Leach will discuss why TSBA was incorporated a few years ago 

and the operational implications that places on TSBA.  Also, we will try to 

get Officer Kim Gibson from TWRA to talk with us about TWRAôs 

enforcement of fishing laws and how we can best contact TWRA when we 

suspect violations. 

¶ July: Mike Smith of TWRA will report to us on the stocking of striped bass 

and hybrids that occurred in the spring.  Note that this will take place at 

Shoneyôs. 

 

At the January meeting, Eric Rauch showed slides and discussed the home bait storage 

unit he built in his garage.  He uses two 50-gallon plastic drums, one for keeping the bait 

and the other as a cool-water reservoir.  What is unique about his set-up is that he 

converted a window air conditioner, replacing the cooling coils with a copper coil that 

extends into the second drum to cool the water.  If you use this technique, be sure to use 

copper rather than aluminum for the coil because of the corrosive action of the salt on 

aluminum.  The cool water is pumped into the bait reservoir via a 500-gph Little Giant 

pump that is outside of the tank and runs on standard household current.  The pump is 

outside of the water so that most of the heat from the pump is dissipated into the air, 

rather than into the water.  Water from the bait reservoir returns to the cooling side via 

gravity flow through a 2-inch PVC pipe.  This pipe discharges into a diffuser bucket with 

filter fabric in the bottom that catches most of the waste from the bait.  Three aquarium 

pumps aid aeration and there is a venturi-like air infuser in the water discharge line to the 

bait tank.  Salt is added (as with a standard boat bait tank).  When filling the tank with tap 

water, be sure to dechlorinate the water beforehand.  Eric noted that if you catch blue gill 

and shad you should not keep them in the same tank as the blue gill will kill the shad.   

 

Lots of good ideas on home bait storage units were shared by other members.  Other 

members who have home bait tanks can share what theyôve done on the web site and/or 

at a future meeting.   

 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 13] 
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This collage of photos is of Dick Vornehm enjoying his 

favorite past time. He will be missed by all of us. 
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Jim Blazier writes: ñDick and I were 
members of the same church for 
years and in 2006 finally took our 
first of many fishing trips together.  
On that first trip, Dick caught his 
new personal best and decided to 
join the TSBA to learn more about 
this type of fishing. I'm glad he did. 
But I do wish my gripper scale had a 
higher range than 20# since the 
scale bottomed out very hard.ò 


